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BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO. AB-6 (SUB. NO. 460X)

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION--

JN WEBSTER COUNTY, NE

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") petitions the Surface Transportation Board

("STB" or "Board") to exempt, under 49 U S.C. § 10502, from the prior approval

requirements of 49 U S C. § 10903, BNSF's abandonment of a 8.41-mile rail line located

in Webster County, Nebraska.

PROPOSED TRANSACTION

BNSF proposes to abandon its rail line located between Milepost 193.60 and

Milepost 202.01, near Red Cloud in Webster County, Nebraska (the "Line"). The Line

traverses U.S Postal Service Zip Codes 68970 and 68952. A map of the Line is attached

as Exhibit A.

Based on information in BNSF's possession, the Line does not contain any

federally granted right-of-way. Any documentation in BNSF's possession will be made

available to those requesting it.

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sat. No. 46QX)



STATEMENT OF FACTS

Prior lo 1983, the Line was part of a through route between Kansas City,

Missouri, and Denver, Colorado. In 1983, a bridge west of Red Cloud was damaged,

rendering this overhead route unserviceable. All overhead traffic was rerouted to other

lines. Since 1983, only local traffic could move over the 5.25-mile portion of the Line

between Milepost 196.76 and Milcposl 202.01 (''Western Line Segment"), but there have

been no customers since that time. BNSI- has recently identified the Western Line

Segment as having poor track conditions, and the one (1) bridge located on the line is

damaged Rehabilitation costs to fix the bridge are estimated at approximately $870,000

Upon abandonment authorization, the Western Line Segment will be salvaged. In sum,

BNSF is currently unable to operate the Western Line Segment on a profitable basis

There are no customers on this portion of the line and BNSF does not anticipate

customers in the future, making continued maintenance of the Western Line Segment

impractical and unprofitable. Consequently, BNSF is left with no option other than to

abandon the Western Line Segment.

Currently. Red Cloud Grain, LLC ("RCG") leases and operates its shuttle service

on the 3.16-mile portion of the Line between Milepost 193.60 and Milepost 196.76

("Eastern Line Segment*'). RCG is the only customer which has used that portion of the

Line within the last two (2) years. The Eastern Line Segment has been recently

rehabilitated to allow for the expansion of RCG1 s elevator operation to a shuttle facility.

RCG's operations include supplying wheat to markets in the eastern half of the

United States via transportation over BNSF lines. RCG has the capacity to load 110-car

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sab. No. *60X)



shuttles. Currently, BNSF operates one (1) shuttle from the facility approximately every

iwo (2) weeks. After abandonment, RCG will purchase the Eastern Line Segment and

the underlying real estate and will use this as a private spur to continue service with

BNSF and for future expansion of RCG's shuttle service.

Abandonment and sale of the Eastern Line Segment will relieve BNSF of future

maintenance costs, and will allow RCG to remain as an active shipper and to expand its

operations.

EXEMPTION REQUESTED

BNSI' seeks an exemption under 49 U.S.C. § 10502 from the applicable

requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 to permit BNSF to abandon this 8.41-mile rail line.

Under 49 U.S C. § 10502. the STB must exempt a transaction from regulation

when it finds that:

(1) regulation is not necessary to carry out the rail transportation policy of 49

US.C. § 10101; and

(2) either:

(a) the transaction is of limited scope; or

(b) regulation is not necessary to protect shippers from the abuse of

market power.

The legislative history of Section 10502 reveals a clear Congressional intent that

the STB should liberally use its exemption authority to free certain transactions from the

administrative and financial costs associated with continued regulation. In enacting the

Staggers Act of 1980. Pub. I,. No. 96-448,94 Stat. 1895, Congress encouraged the S1 B's
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predecessor to use liberally the expanded exemption authority under former Section

10505:

The policy underlying this provision is that while Congress
has been able to identify broad areas of commerce where
reduced regulation is clearly warranted, the Commission is
more capable through the administrative process of
examining specific regulatory provisions and practices not
yet addressed by Congress to determine where they can be
deregulated consistent with the policies of Congress. The
conferees expect that, consistent with the policies of this
Act, the Commission will pursue partial and complete
exemption from remaining regulation.

H.R. Rep No. 1430,96th Cong. 2d Sess 105(1980) See also Brae Corp. v. United

States. 740 F.2d 1023 (D.C. Cir. 1984), Exemption From Regulation - Boxcar Traffic.

367 l.C.C. 424,428 (1983), vacated and remanded on other grounds. Congress

reaffirmed this policy in the conference report accompanying the ICC Termination Act of

1995, Pub. L. No. 104-88,109 Stat. 803, which re-enacted the rail exemption provisions

as Section 10502 II.R. Rep. 422, 104lh Cong., 1st Sess 168-69 (1995).

A. The Application of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 Is Not Necessary to Carry Out
The Kail Transportation Policy

Detailed scrutiny of this transaction is not necessary to carry out the rail

transportation policy. An exemption would minimize the unnecessary expenses

associated with the filing of a formal abandonment application, expedite regulatory

decisions and reduce regulatory barriers to exit |49 U.S.C. § 10101(2) and (7)]. See, eg.

Norfolk & W. Ry Co -Abandonment Exem. - Cmn, Hamilton County, OH, 3 S.T.B.

110(1998), STB Docket No. AB-367 (Sub-No 2X), Georgia Central Railroad, IP -

Abandonment Exemption - In Chatham County, GA (not printed), served September 17,

1997 ("Georgia Cenirar). By abandoning the Line, BNSF will be able to avoid the
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significant opportunity costs associated with retaining this Line. Granting the exemption

will thus foster sound economic conditions and encourage efficient management.

49 U.S.C. § 10101(5) and (9). See, e.g. STB Docket No. AB-497 (Sub-No. IX),

Minnesota Northern Railroad, Inc -Abandonment Exemption - In Red Lake and Polk

Counties, MN (not printed), served November 14, 1997; S I'D Docket No. ABO 18 (Sub-

No. 4X), Louisiana & Delta Railroad, Inc -Abandonment Exemption - In Lafourche

and Assumption Parishes. LA (not printed), served August 26, 1997. BNSF will be able

to rid itself of a line that has not seen traffic in two (2) years on the Western Line

Segment and would also avoid future maintenance costs for the Eastern Line Segment.

B\SF will be able to utilize the salvage and sales funds to maintain the tracks on the

remainder of BNSKs system. Other aspects of the rail transportation policy are not

adversely affected. For example, competition and the continuation of a sound rail

transportation system arc not affected. There arc no active shippers on the Western Line

Segment, and there is no need for rail service on that portion of the Line. Furthermore,

the one (1) active shipper located on the Eastern Line Segment will continue to receive

rail service post-abandonment.

B. This Transaction Is Of Limited Scope

In determining whether a proposed transaction is of limited scope, the Board

considers a variety of factors, such as the length of the rail line, the number of shippers

on the line and the traffic volume. See, e g, Burlington Northern Railroad Company -

Abandonment Exemption - In Greene and Polk Counties, MO (not printed), served

August 27, 1993; Docket No. AB-347 (Sub-No. IX), Florida Wesi Coast Railroad
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Company - Abandonment Exemption - Gilchrist and Levy Counties, FL (not printed),

served January 16.1992, Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 349X).

The proposed transaction is clearly of limited scope BNSF is seeking to abandon

an 8 41 -mile line that traverses a predominantly rural area where there is only one (1)

shipper on the Eastern Line Segment and no shipper on the Western Line Segment. The

shortness of the Line, the limited geographic area involved, and limited use, all

demonstrate the limited scope of the proposed abandonment. See, eg, Docket No. AB-

397 (Sub-No. 3X), Tulare Valley Railroad Company - Abandonment Exemption - In

Tulare And Fresno Counties, CA (not printed), served February 9, 1995.

C. This Transaction Will Not Result In An Abuse of
Market Power

There is only one (1) active shipper on the Eastern Line Segment. That shipper

will purchase that portion of Line and will continue its shuttle operations with BNSF.

There are no shippers on the Western Line Segment. Therefore, regulation is not

necessary to protect shippers from an abuse of market power. See, e g, STB Docket No

AB-55 (Sub-No 576) CSX Transportation, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption - In

Guernsey County, Oil (not printed), served November 22,1999; STB Docket No. AB-55

(Sub-No. 563X). CSX Transportation, Inc -Abandonment Exemption - In Harrison

County, WV (not printed), served September 25,1998; Georgia Central.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

The Environmental Report and the Historic Report containing the information

required by 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.07 and 1105.08 were forwarded to the Board on June 8,

2007. The Certificate of Service for this Petition for Exemption is attached as Exhibit B.
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FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE

A draft Federal Register notice is attached to this Petition as Exhibit C.

LABOR PROTECTION

The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely affected by the

proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor protection conditions in

Oregon Short Line R. Co. - Abandonment - Goshcn. 360 l.C C. 91 (1979).

CONCLUSION

Application of the regulatory requirements and procedures of 49 U.S.C. § 10903

is not required to carry out the rail transportation policy set forth in 49 U.S.C. § 10101, as

previously described in this Petition, nor is ST3 regulation required to protect shippers

from the abuse of market power. Moreover, this abandonment is of limited scope.

Accordingly, BNSF respectfully urges the Board to grant this petition and related

abandonment request.

Resnectfully submitted.

Dated: July 11,2007

^^ITOIEY L STRICKLAND, JR(

Attorney for
B1STSF Railway Company
3050 K Street, N.W.
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
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EXHIBITS

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152 60(d), the undersigned hereby certifies that the
Petition for Exemption in STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 460X) was mailed via first
class mail on July 11,2007, to the following parties:

State Public Service Commission

Nebraska Public Services Commission
P O. Box 94927
Lincoln, NE 68509-4927

Military Traffic Management Command

Military Traffic Management Control
ATTN: Railroads for National Defense
720 Thimble Shoals Blvd., #130
Newport News, VA 23606-2574

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Recreation Resources Assistance Division
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service
4th Floor N.W., Yates Building
201 14th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dated: July 11,2007

Sidpe'y L. Strickland, Jr.
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EXHIBIT C

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO. AB-6 (SUB-NO. 460X)

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPIION-

IN WEBSTER COUNTY, NE

On July 11,2007, BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) filed with the Surface

Transportation Board a petition under 49 U.S.C 10502 for exemption from the provision

of 49 U.S.C. 10903 for BNSF to abandon a line of railroad extending from Milcpost

193.60 to Milepost 202.01, near Red Cloud, Nebraska, which traverses U.S. Postal

Service Zip Codes 68970 and 68952, a distance of 8 41 miles in Webster County,

Nebraska. There are no stations on the line for which abandonment exemption was filed.

The line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in

the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

The interests of railroad employees will be protected by the conditions set forth in

Orciton Short Line R. Co. - Abandonment - Goshen. 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979).

By issuance of this notice, the Board is instituting an exemption proceeding

pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 10502(b). A final decision will be issued within 90 days (by

October 9,2007).

Any offer of financial assistance under 49 C.F.R. 1152.27(b)(2) will be due no

later than 10 days after service of a decision granting the petition for exemption

All interested persons should be aware that following abandonment of rail service

and salvage of the line, the line may be suitable for other public use, including interim

trail use.
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Any request for a public use condition under 49 C.F.R. 1152.28 and any request

for trail use/rail banking under 49 C.F.R. 1152.29 will be due no later than 20 days after

notice of the filing of the petition for exemption is published in the Federal Register.

All filings in response to this notice must refer to STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No.

460X) and must be sent to: (1) Office of the Secretary, Case Control Unit. Surface

Transportation Board, 395 E Street. S.W., Washington, DC 20423-0001; and (2) Sidney

Strickland, Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street N.W., Suile 101.

Washington, DC. 20007.

Persons seeking further information concerning abandonment procedures may

contact the Surface Transportation Board or refer to the full abandonment or

discontinuance regulations at 49 C.F.R. Part 1152. Questions concerning environmental

issues may be directed to the Board's Section of Environmental Analysis.

An environmental assessment (EA) (or environmental impact statement (HIS), if

necessary) prepared by the Section of environmental Analysis will be served upon all

panics of record and upon any agencies or other persons who commented during its

preparation. Any other persons who would like to obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS) may

contact the Section of Environmental Analysis. EAs in these abandonment proceedings

normally will be available within 60 days of the filling of the petition. The deadline for

submission of comments on the EA will generally be within 30 days of its service.

Decided: 2007.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik, Director, Office of Proceedings,

Vernon A. Williams

STB Docket No. 4B-6 (Sub. /Va 4M\)



CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment in STB
Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 460X) was published on June 24,2007, in the Omaha World
Uerald, a newspaper of general circulation in Webster County, Nebraska as required by
49 C.F.R.§ 1105.12

Dated: July 11,2007

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sab. No. 460X)



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF"), by and through its authorized representative, Sidney L.
Strickland, Jr., certifies that on June 8,2007, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing Environmental and
Historic Reports by first class mail to the following agencies.

Stephen Crick, State Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA
152 Federal Building
100 Centennial Mall
Lincoln, NE 68508-3866

Hugh Stirts, PhD
NEPA Coordinator
State of Nebraska
Department of Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 98922
Lincoln, NE 68509-8922

Keith Tillotson
Senior Project Manager
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Nebraska Regulatory Office—Kearney
1430 Central Avenue, Suite 4
Kearney, NE 68847-6856

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Region 6
P.O. Box 25486
Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225

Bureau of Land Management
P.O Box 1828
Cheyenne, WY 82003-1828

C. Ardell Talkinglon
Highway Superintendent
621 N. Cedar Street
Red Cloud, NE 68970

Jay Hall
City Administrator
540 N. Webster
Red Cloud, NE 68970

Bob Rankin, P.E.
Railroad Liaison Engineer
Nebraska Department of Roads
Rail and Public Transportation
P.O. Box 94759
Lincoln, NE 68509-4759

Robert Maydwcll
U.S National Park Service
Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

KimberlyJ. Hill
Nebraska NPDES Permit Coordinator
Wastewater and Infrastructure

Management Branch
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 7
901 N. 5th Street
Kansas City, KS 66101
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Webster County Commissioners
621 North Cedar Street
County Courthouse
Red Cloud, NE 68970-2300

Terry Steinacher
H.P. Archaeologist
Nebraska State Historical Society
P.O. Box 82554
1500 R Street
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554

Sieve Anschutz
Nebraska Field Supervisor
Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services
Nebraska Field Office
203 West Second Street
Grand Island, Nebraska 68801

Environmental Coordinator
U.S. National Park Service
Midwest Regional Office
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102

Bill Carson
Realty Specialist
Bureau of Land Management
Newcastle Field Office
Newcastle WY 82701

Ms. Victoria Rutson
Chief, SEA
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W
Washington D.C. 20423-0001

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Nebraska Public Services Commission
P.O. Box 94927
Lincoln, NE 68509-4927

The required cover letters (pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1105.11) are attached hereto BNSF has consulted
with all appropriate agencies in preparing the reports

Sidneys. Strickland, Jr.
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street N W.,
Suite 101
Washington. D C 20007
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BEFORETHE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION - DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN WEBSTER COUNTY, NE (SUB. NO. 460X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

BNS1- RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Mcnk Dn\c
P.O Box 96157
Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

l*y SIDNLYI. SI R1CKLAND, JR.
ELIZABETH!: WA1TE
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street. N W
Suite 101
Washington. DC 20007
(202)338-1325

4nonw\\ lor &V.S7- Rml\\\i\ Comntmy

DATED: June 8. 2007



BKFORETHK
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY »
ABANDONMEN T EXEMPTION » DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN WEBSTER COUNTY, NE (SUB. NO. 460X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
(49 CF.R. 1105.7 AND 49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Pursuant to 49 C F.R. § 1105.7 and § 1105 8, BNSF Railway Company (BNSF)

(referred to as "Applicant'1) hereby files Environmental and Historic Reports. These

Reports constitute Applicant's assessment of the environmental effects and historic effects

of abandonment of rail .service on the involved rail line. Persons who review these

Reports are entitled lo provide comments 10 the Surface Transportation Board (STB).

Section of l-nvironmenlal Analysis (SEA). 325 E Street. S.W., Washington, DC 20423.

There is information in the Applicant's Hies to indicate that the rail line covered by these

Reports does not contain a federally granted right-of-way See 49 C.F R § 1152 60(d)

These Reports have been prepared in conjunction with the prospective filing of a Petition

for Exemption for abandonment of the involv cd rail line STB regulations provide that

the Petition for b'xcmption cannot be filed until at least 20 days after these Reports are

submitted



I
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(49 C.F.R. 1105.7)

The following information is submitted to the STB by BNSF in accordance with

the Board's reporting requirements as set forth in 49 C.F R. § 1105 7 for the purpose of

assisting the Board's preparation of an environmental document regarding BNSF's

Petition for exemption seeking authority to abandon 8 41 miles of railroad line between

Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01, near Red Cloud in Webster County, Nebraska (the

"Line")

(1) Proposed Action and AItcrnati\c-s: Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and
other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current
operations or maintenance practices Also describe any reasonable alternatives to
the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly
delineating the project.

BNSI-' seeks to abandon the Line. The proposed abandonment may

include the removal of the rails and ties, including any bridges, structures and

crossings BNSI- bids its salvage packages out to independent contractors 'I he

selected contractor \\ill slail \\oik with the removal of the rails and metal parts of

the track structure Next, the wooden lies will be removed and separated into

second- rund ties, landscape quality ties and scrap ties (which are disposed of at

an appropriate site). 'I he bridges and crossings as well as any other structures will

be removed List Culverts and the rail line embankment will slay intact so us not

to alter the prevailing waterllows along the line Any bridge pilings will be pulled

out, cut offal ground level or broken offal or below the mud line Steel bridges

will be dismantled and removed If there arc concrete abutments or piers



involved, they may be left intact. RNSF salvage contractors are not permitted to

place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways.

Contractors are also required to limit their activities to the width of the right-of-

way. When the salvage process is complete, watcrflows in the area should not be

disrupted. In this instance, there arc seven (7) bridges and twenty six (26)

culverts on the Line and BNSF is not aware of any other structures. A map of the

Line is attached as 1 ,\hibit A

(2) Transportation System: Describe the effect of the proposed action on
regional or local transportation s> stems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic
(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a
result of the proposed action.

1 he proposed abandonment will have no adverse effect on existing

liansportation systems or patterns. I he Red Cloud Hlcvator shuttle project

C'RCh") is operational between Milepost l()3 60 and Milepost 196.76 Upon

consummation of the abandonment, that portion of Line between Milepost 193.60

and Milepost 196 76 \vill be rcclussiflcd as industrial spur for RC'b'b continued

operations. "Ihcic is no local liaflic between Milepost 196.76 and Mile-post

202 01 There is no incrhcad traffic to be rerouted on the Line

(3) Land Use:
(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies

and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans Describe
any inconsistencies

I he proposed abandonment should not be inconsistent with local or

regional land use plans 'I he City of Red Cloud ("Cily") indicates the City

Council discussed the proposed abandonment at its December 12. 2006 meeting

The City further indicates the abandonment is outside the city limits and requires



no action by the council, finally, the City adds that there arc local groups,

including the Lower Republican River Visionaries and the Trailblazcr RC &D

Council who may be interested in talking with BNSf Sec hxhibil B, letter dated

February 15,2007. from Jay Hall, City Administrator, City of Red Cloud.

Nebraska BNSF is sending copies of this Report to the two above mentioned

local groups

(ii) Based on consultation \\ith the U S. Soil Conservation Service, stale
the el feet of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land

'1 he proposed abandonment should have no effect on prime agricultural

lands. 1 he Natural Resources Conservation Service ("NIK'S") (formerly known

as the I- S Soil Conservation Service) \\as contacted regarding potential impacts

to pi line- agricultural lands. In response, the NRCS indicates the "(p]roject as

declined is cleared of farmland Protection Policy Act (M'PA) concerns'" See

Lxhihit C. letter dated No\ ember 27. 2006. from Stephen K Crick. Stale

Consci\ationist. Natural Resources Conservation Service. I' S Department of

Agriculture

(ni) If any action affeels land or \\aiei uses within a designated coastal
/one. include the coastal ?one information required by £ 1105.9.

N/A

( i \ ) If the pioposed action is an abandonment, stale \\hctherornol the
lighl-of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C § 10'XI6 and
explain why.

I he proposed abandonment ma> be suitable for alternative public use. As

noted tibove. the City indicates the abandonment requires no council action, hut

local groups exist thut may be interested in talking to BNSI" See I 'xhibit 13. letter



dated February 15, 2007, from Jay Hull, City Administrator. City of Red Cloud,

Nebraska.

Also, the Nebraska Department of Roads* ("NDR") indicates iherc are no

planned highway relocation projects scheduled by the NOR in the area of the

proposed abandonment NOR further indicates it has no comments regarding

alternative public uses. See Exhibit D. electronic correspondence dated February

9,2007. from Robert Rankm. P K, Railroad Liuson Engineer, Nebraska

Department of Roads

(4) Energy;
(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy

resources.

fhere are no known recoverable energy resources along the Line

(u) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities,

fhis abandonment will not adversely affect movement or recovery of

recyclable commodities

(ni) State whether (be proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why

1 his abandonment will not result in an imreuse or decrease in overall

energy efficiency because the only operations currently being conducted on the

I me are limned to RC'l-'s shuttle operations between Milepost 1()3.60 and

Milcpusi 196 76. and upon consummation of the abandonment, that portion of

I ine between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 196 76 will he leclussiflcd as

industrial spur for RCI:".s continued operations There is no local traffic between

Milepost 196.76 and Milepost 2021)1, 'I here is no overhead traffic to be rerouted

on the I.me



(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of more than.

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(13) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the
affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive ul the figure given.

There will be no diversions of traffic because the only operations currently

hcing conducted on the Line are limited to RCH's shuttle operations between

Milepost 193 fiO and Milepost 196 76. and upon consummation of the

abandonment, that portion of Line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 196.76

will be reclassilicd us industrial spur for RCE's continued operations. There is no

local traffic between Milepost 196.76 and Milepost 202 01 There is no overhead

traffic to be rerouted on the Line.

(5) Air:
(i) If the proposed action will result in either

(A) An increase in rail traffic of ul least 100% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight (rains a day on any
segment ol the line el fueled by the proposed, or

(13) An increase m rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any a flee led road segment,
quantify the anticipated elfecl on air emissions.

I he action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds.

Moreover, the action will not involve an increase in truck traffic of more than

10% or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment because the only

operations currently being conducted on the Line are limited to RCE's shuttle

operations between Mileposl 193.60 and Milepost 196.76, and upon



consummation of the abandonment, that portion of Line between Milcposl 193 60

and Milcpost 196 76 wil l be reclassillcd as industrial spur for RCE's continued

operations. There is no local traffic between Milepost 1%.76 and Milcposl

202.01. 1 here is no overhead traffic to be rerouted on the Line

(iO If the proposed action affects a Class I or nonattammcnt area under
the Clean Air Act, and will result in eitherii

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any
segment of Kill line, or

(B) An increase in rail yard aclivil) of at least 20% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic of 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then
state whcthei any expected incleased emissions are within the parameters
established b> Slate Implementation Finn However, for a rail
construction under 49 U S C *j 10901 (or 49 U S C. § 10505) or in a case
itnolving the roinsliiution of service oxer a pre\iousl\ abandoned line,
only the three tram a day threshold in this item shall apply.

'1 he action wi l l not result in meeting or c.xceeding the specified thresholds

because the only operations currently being conducted on the Line arc limited to

RCL's shuttle operations between Milcpost 193.60 and Milcpost 196.76. and

upon consummation of the abandonment, that portion of Line between Milcpost

193.60 and Mileposi 196.76 wi l l be reclassified as industrial spur for KCL's

continued operations Theie is no local traffic between Milepost 196.76 and

Milcposl 202.01 There is no overhead traffic to be rerouted on the Line.

(m) If the transportation of o/one depleting materials (such as nitrogen
oxide and 1 rcon) is contemplated, identify the materials and quantity, the
frequency of sen, ice, safely practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant's safely record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills, contingency plans to deal willi accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidcnlal release ol ozone depleting materials in the e\enl of a collision or



derailment

'1 he proposed abandonment will nui affect the transportation of ozone

depleting materials

(6) Noise: If any oflhe thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of this section arc
surpassed, state whether the proposed uclion will cause

(i) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more,

N/A

(n) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the
noise increase for those receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

N/A

(71 Safety
(i; Describe any ei feels of the pioposcd action on public health and safely

(including vehicle delay time al railroad crossings).

1 his abandonment should ha\e no adxcrsc effect on health or public

safety There are six (6) public crossings and eight (8) private crossings on the

I ine During salvage operations, if any may be required, precautions will he

taken to ensure public safely, and contractors \\ill be required lo satisfy all

applicable health and safety laws and regulations.

(ii) If hazardous materials are expected lo be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity, the frequency of service, whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed, could react lo form more hazardous compounds; safely
practices (including any speed restrictions), the applicant's safely record (to the
extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills, the contingency
plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and accidental release of
hazardous materials

The abandonment \\i l l nol result in the transportation of hazardous

materials



(lii) If there are any known hazardous waste site or sites where there have
been known ha/ardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved

I here are no known ha/ardous waste site or sites \\here there have been

known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way.

(8) Biological Resources:
(i) Based on consultation with the U S Fish and Wildlife Service, state

whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as u critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects

'I he U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS") indicates "[bjased on the

activities anticipated to be conducted and location of the proposed project site, it

is unlikely that any federally listed species identified on our web sue. .\voukl

occur in the vicinity of the proposed protect " FWS adds that ihe proposed

project will not adversel) affect federally listed ihre.itened and endangered

species or their designated critical habitat. Regarding specific species, I-WS

indicates "[bjased on the actix ities anticipated to be conducted and location of the

proposed project site, it is unlikely that either the bald or golden eagle would be

affected by the proposed project."' furthermore:. FWS recommends thai if the

proposed construction project is planned to occur during the primary nesting

season or at any other lime which may result in the taking of nesting migratory

birds, the project proponent should arrange to ha\c a qualified biologist conduct a

field survey to determine the absence 01 piesence of nesting migratory birds

FWS adds the suivey should be conducted during the nesting season and should

be thoroughly documented. FWS also requests thai should any of the above

mentioned conditions occur, it be pro\ ided, prior to construction activities, with a

copy of any surveys conducted, a written description of any avoidance measure**

10



implemented, and u description of any circumstances where active bird nests

cannot be avoided. FWS further indicates a Department of the Army permit may

be required if wetlands or streams will be impacted, and recommends impacts to

wetlands, streams, and riparian ureas be avoided or minimi/ed. Finally, FWS has

determined that the proposed abandonment does not appear to impact any of the

seven wildlife areas managed by FWS in Nebraska. See Exhibit E, letter dated

January 25, 2007, from Steve Ansehul/, Nebraska Field Supervisor. U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service, U.S Department of the Interior.

(u) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks
or forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

The National Park. Sen ice ("Service"') indicates it has "reviewed the

project in relation to any possible conflicts with the Land and Water Consei valion

Fund and the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and llnd there are

none " 'I he Service further indicates it has no additional comments See Fxhibil

F, letter dated December 27, 2U06. from Robert Maydvxcll, Grants Management

Assistant. Partnerships-Grants. Midwest Region, National Park Service. U S.

Department of the Interior In an additional response from the Service, it

indicates the Service has no comment on the proposed action. See F.xhibit Li,

correspondence postmarked January Q. 2007. from the Regional Environmental

Coordinator, Midwest Regional Office. National Park Service. U S Department

oi the Interior

'1 he Bureau of Land Management ("BLM"1) indicates il has "reviewed the

proposed abandonment and found that it will not affect any public lands (federal

lands adminisleieo! by the Department of the Interior through the Bureau of Land

II



Management)." Sec Exhibit I-I, electronic correspondence dated December 7,

2006, from Bill Carson, Really Specialist, Newcastle Field Office, Bureau of

Land Management, U.S. Department of the Interior.

(9) Water:

(i) Bused on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether
the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal. State or local
water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

The proposed exemption should be consistent with applicable Federal,

State and local water quality standards. The Nebraska Department of

Environmental Quality ("NDEQ") indicates permits may be required prior to

beginning construction. NDI'-Q also indicates information regarding Construction

Storm Waler/Indusii lal Storm Water permitting can be received from Ron Asch ai

NDEQ Sec Exhibit I, letter dated January 9, 2007, from 1 high Suns. PhD. NEPA

Coordinator. State of Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality

As recommended. BNSI- contacted Ron Asch at NPMQ Mr AsJi

indicates, via telephone con\ crsution. that a Construction Walcr/Indusiiial Storm

Water permit should not be required provided there is no escavation or gudmg

involved in the proposed project Mr Asch further indicates he \\ill contact

RNST after reviewing this repot i should ho determine an\ other action be

required Mr Asch can be reached at (402) 471 -2188.

Finally. NDLQ indicates. \ia separate telephone conversation with Terry

Ihckman. il no fill material is placed in any \\utcr. a Section 401 water quality

certification should not be required for the proposed abandonment Ms Hickman

ean be reached at (402)471-2875

I he U.S Environmental Protection Agcne> C'l-PA") indicates the ND1.-Q

12



should be contacted regarding Section 401 water quality certifications See

Exhibit J. letter dated December 15.2006, from Kimbcrly J. Hill, Nebraska

NPDES Permit Coordinator, Wastewater and Infrastructure Management Branch,

U.S. environmental Protection Agency. As mentioned above, BNSF contacted

the NDEQ regarding Section 401 water quality certifications.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U S Army Corps of Engineers, state
\\heiher permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U S C. §
1344) are required for the proposed action and whether any designated
wetlands or 100-year Hood plains will be effected. Describe the effects.

'1 he proposed abandonment should not require a Section 404 permit. The

U S. Army Corps of Engineers ("CORPS'") indicates that because the project will

not involve fill materials being placed into jurisdictions! water;, of the United

Stales, no permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act is required See

Exhibit K, letter dated January 9. 2007. from Keith Tillotson. Senior Project

Manager, Nebraska Regulator) Office—Kearne\. Omaha District. Army Corps of

Engineers. Department of the Army

With respect to the proposed abandonment's affect on 100-year flood

plains, the Red Cloud Highway Department ("Highway Department") was

notified by a letter dated November 20. 2006 See Exhibit L. As of the dale of

this report, the 1 liglmay Department has not responded BNS1: will provide the

Board copies of any response it may receive.

( \ \ i ) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U S C. fc 1342) are require!! for the proposed action (Applicants should contact
the I I.S. environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection
or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are required)

A permit under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act should not be required

13



for the proposed action The EPA indicates Ihul the NDRQ administers the

National Pollutant Discharge hhminafion System ("NPDES") program. The FPA

also indicates that construction activities that disturb more than one acre require a

permit tor discharge of storm water from the silo. Sec Exhibit J. letter dated

December 15,2006, from Kimbcrly J. Hill, Nebraska NI'DIZS Permit

Coordinator. Waste\valer and Infrastructure Management Brunch. U.S

Environmental Protection Agency.

1 he NDEQ indicates, via telephone conversation with Mary Schroer, no

NPDES permits should be required for the proposed abandonment if*loss than one

(1) acre will be affected and if best management practices are used to prevent

sediment from disturbing land and if any bare earth is stabilr/ed with grass

seeding Ms Schroer can be reached at (402)471-8130

(10) Proposed Mitigation: Describe any actions lhat arc proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is
appropriate

The project itself should mitigate the environmental effects ol reinstating active

rait operations

14



u
HISTORIC REPORT

(49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Applicants hereby submit the following information required by
49C.F.R. §11058<d)

(1) A USGS topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale ami
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other \tructures in the vicinity of
the proposed action) showing the location of the proptwd action, and the
location? and approximate dimensions of railroad structure that are 50
years old or older and are part of the propttsed action,

The required topographic map is attached to this Report as Exhibit A

(2) A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate width*, to the
extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of
the surrounding area,

I he line of railroad between Red Cloud and Inavalc is located in the

Lower Republican River Valley of Webster County. Nebraska at an approximate

elevation of 1,700 feet. Red Cloud, named after the famous Native American

Oglala Felon-Sioux chief \\ho \\as born in the area, is ihe county seat. It was

founded in 1871. just seven years before the Republican Valley Railroad

Company was formed lo serve the needs of farmers in the valley The railroad

company connected Hastings to the north with St. Louis and Kansas City to the

cast and Denver to the west. The local economy continues to be agricultuial. In

21)00. the U S government census showed Red Cloud with a population of 1.131

and Inavale \\ith an estimated population of 184

I he right-of-way is 100 feet, widening to 1.50 feet at both Red Cloud and

Inauile There are no federally granted nghis-of-way involved.

15



(3) Good quality photographs (tictual photographic prints, not photocopier) of
railroad structure* on the property that arc 50 years old or older and oj the
immediately surrounding area,

There arc seven (7) bridges and twenty-six (26) culverts located on the

Line. I3NSF is aware of no other structures on the property that are 50 years old

or older. Photographs of seven (7) bridges are attached as Exhibits M-l—M-14

Bridge 193 68 is a railroad bridge in or near Lester Junction It is near

Milepost 193.08 1 his bridge is 77 feet long, 9 feel high, and is three (3) spans of

16 foot miscellaneous concrete girder and two (2) spans of 15 foot miscellaneous

concrete girder.

Bridge 198.00 is a railroad bridge in or near Red Cloud It is near

Milepost 198 00. This bridge is 191 feet long, 6 feet high, and is two (2) spans of

20 fool reinforced concrete trestle, three (3) spans of 25-foot reinforced concrete

trestle, one (I) span of 16-foot reinforced concrete trestle, and one (1) span of 60-

foot thru plate girder

Bridge 198.46 is a railroad bridge in or near Red Cloud It is near

Milepost 198.46 This bridge is 26 feet long, 5 feet high, and is one (1) span of

13-foot rail stringer, one (1) span of 1 7-foot rail stringer, and another one (1)

span of 13-foot rail stringer.

Bridge 198.86 is a railroad bridge in or near Inavale. It is near Milepost

198 86 This bridge is 191 leet long. 6 feet high, and is one (1) span of 16 foot

reinforced concrete trestle, two (2) spans of 30 foot beams, and another span of

16-foot reinforced contreie trestle.

Bridge 199.90 is a railroad bridge in or near Inavale. It is near Milepost

16



199.90. This bridge is 40 feet long, 8 feet high, and is two (2) spans of 20-fooi

reinforced concrete trestle.

Bridge 200.91 is a railroad bridge m or near Inavale It is near Milcpost

200.91. This bridge is 72 feet long, 10 feel high, and is one (1) span of 16 foot

reinforced concrete trestle, two (2) spans of 20 foot reinforced concrete trestle,

and another span of 16 foot reinforced concrete trestle

Bridge 201.53 is a railroad bridge in or near Inavale. It is near Mileposi

201.53. This bridge is 30 feet long, 6 feet high, and is one (1) span of 30 fool

miscellaneous steel span.

(4) The dtite(s) ofeomtruetton of the *trut:ntre(\). and the dute(s) ami extent of
any major alterations, to the extent \uch injortmition u known.

Bridge 193 68 was buill in 1913 It is unknown whether or not (here has

been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.

Bridge 198 00 was built in 1916. It is unknown whether or not there has

been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that lime

Bridge 198 -16 was built in 1948. Il is unknown \\helher or not there has

been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time

Bridge I98 86 \\as built in I923. It is unknown \\hethcr or not there has

been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time

Bridge 199.90 was built in 1908 It is unknown whether or not there has

been significant alteration to the budge stiucture since that lime

Bridge 200 91 was built in 1923. It is unknown whether or not there has

been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.

Bridge 2UI 53 was built in 1910. Il is unknown whether or not there has
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been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.

(5) A brief narrative history of carrier opcratiom m the area, and an
explanation of what, if any. change* tire contemplated as a result of the
proposed action,

1 he Republican Valley Kuilroad Company ("RVRR") was established

March 28,. 1878. Railroad maps from as early us 1880 refer to the line as the

Republican Valley Division of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad

Company (UCB£Q") RVRR was deeded to CB&Q on June 1. 1888. CB&Q

merged \\ilh Great Northern Railway Company to form Burlington Northern Inc

("BN") in 1970. BN merged wilh the Atchison, Topeka and Santa l-e Railway

Company m 1906, and changed its name to The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe

Rjil\\a\ Company. I he latter changed its name to BNS1* Railway Company in

January, 2005.

(6) A briej .\mnniary of document \ in the cainer'A posM">iion, sucha.\
engineering druu ing\, that might he useful in documenting a \iructure
that IT found to he historic,

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment

may include alignment maps showing the right-of-way and/or station

maps Such documents are too large for piuctical reproduction in this

report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are a\ailable

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the raili oad's
/jrmt'AsifirrJ fl? to whether the site and'or \truciure.\ meet the criteria fin
liMing on the National Register off/iAtoru Places (36 CFR 60 4), and
whether there u> a likelihood of archeologicul restmrces or an) other
previously unknown historn properties in theprojeU area, and the ha\i.\for
these opinions (including any consultations \\ ith the State Historic
lfre\ei vanon Office, lot.al hiMoriiulAI« leties or
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The Nebraska Slate Historical Society ("NSHS") indicates three

archaeological sites arc located on or adjacent lo the proposed project. NSHS

further indicates it recommends that the locations be examined by qualified

personnel to determine if the project will ulTect the sites. See Exhibit M. letter

dated December 21,2006, from I,. Robert Pusehendorf, Deputy SI-IPO, Nebraska

Stale Historical Society. As recommended by NSHS, BNSF has hired qualified

personnel \\ho are currently sun u> ing the project area and the three

archaeological sites to determine potential affects.

(8). 1 de\cnption (based on readily available information in the railroad'*
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the
archcologictil recovery of resources (such as \\\umpy conditions or the presence
of fuvif \vustes). and the surrounding terrain

1 here are no known prior subsurface ground disturbance or Jill, or

environmental conditions thai might affect the archcological recovery of

resources and the surrounding terrain.

Respectful!) subunUcd,

By SlDJJtY I,. STRICKLAND, JR
EClZABI-TIIH. WA1TF.
S1DNI.-Y S'l RICKI.AND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N W , Suite 101

Washington, DC 20007
1202)338-1325
Atlomcys for BNSF Rail\\ay Company

DATED: June 8, 2007
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EXHIBIT B

nui

February 15,2007

Sidney Strickland and Associates
3050 K Street N.W.
Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSF Railway Company - Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, NE

Dear Sidney Strickland and Associates,

The City Council of the City of Red Cloud Nebraska has received your letter, written
November 20lh, 2006 with attached documents concerning the BNSF Railway
abandonment in Webster County.

According to the minutes of the December 12th, 2006 meeting of the City Council,
"Next, a letter from Sidney Strickland and Associates was received pertaining to the
abandonment of 8.41 miles of railroad lines near Red Cloud. As part of the
environmental report, BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed action is
consistent with local land use plans and if there are any alternate public uses for the
corridor such as a highway relocation project and/or recreational trail Since this is
well outside the city limits the council felt this required no action by the council."

There arc local groups who do have some interest in using abandoned railway lines for
recreational trails. One such group is the Lower Republican River Visionaries. The
mailing address of this organization is 605 North Webster Street, Red Cloud, NE 68970.
Another group is the Trailbla/er RC&D Council at 437 N. Elm St., Red Cloud,
NE 68970-2450.1 would suggest that you contact those organizations. They most
certainly would be interested in talking with you and BNSF.

I thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Regards,

Jay Hall
City Administrator
City of Red Cloud, Nebraska

www redcloudnebraska.com This Institution is a Equ.it Opportunity Provider Equal Housing Opportunity



CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12,2006

As per published notice in The Red Cloud Chief, the Mayor and City Council met in
regular session on Tuesday, December 12,2006 at 7.30 p.m. held at the Community
Center Conference room. This meeting is a continuation of the meeting originally
scheduled for Tuesday, December 5th at which there was not a quorum of the council.
Members present: Mayor Ratzlaff; Council members Schultz, Ockinga, Olson,
Lambrecht; Attorney Garwood; City Administrator Hall and Clerk Meline.
Superintendent Wood was absent.

The council held a discussion on the Personnel Manual. Administrator Hall presented
the council with a copy of recommendation from Attorney Gail S. Perry. She
recommends removing the cumbersome procedures that limit the usability of the manual
as well as the job descriptions. This should be maintained separate from the manual Per
a Supreme Court decision all earned but unused vacation pay must be paid out. The
section pertaining to telephone/internet use as been relaxed from the original manual as
long as it does not interfere with work or disrupt the workplace. Also using the
phone/computer for business or financial gain is prohibited. She also stated she had
reworked the military leave a bit. After further discussion, Schultz made the motion and
was seconded by Lambrecht to approve the changes to the Personnel Manual. Motion
earned.

Bill Anders, Virgil Zade, Harriet Zade, Norma June Peterson and Barb Wiselogel met
with the council in regards to a recent notice about cats published in the Visionary
newsletter. Harriet Zade was the spokesperson for the group. She also read a couple of
letters from those unable to attend the meeting. The council assured the group it is not
their intention to pick up their pets The problem is the stray cat population. The group
and council working together came up with the possible good remedies to the problem. It
was the consensus of the group and the council to hold a work session to further pursue
ways to control the problem

At the November meeting Jeff Rcicks had met with the council to give them the first
option to purchase his property up by the old meat pack plant. After a brief discussion,
Schultz made the motion and v.as seconded by Olson thanking Jeff for giving them first
option but at this time they feel the land would be of no benefit to the city. Motion
earned.

Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Ockinga to approve the minutes from
the last meeting. Motion earned.

Olson made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve the November
financial reports. Motion carried.

Olson made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve the claims for
payment Motion carried. These will be listed in lull at the end of the minutes.

Sheriff Disney was in attendance. The council asked if he had any questions. The
council thanked Sheriff Disney for the job the officers are doing.

Next Administrator 1 (all brought the council up to date on the repairs being made to
the #2 engine at the power plant. He stated there were more problems then just the
governor but hopefully all repairs would be completed soon.



He then asked the council if they had any questions about his written report for the
month of November. Councilman Lambrccht asked about his discussion with Tony
Hilbum concerning a wide range of community development projects. He stated at this
time he was not really at liberty to reveal much except to say there is interest in
developing a new section of land within the City Limits.

A copy of a letter from GSI pertaining to the Gather Foundation plans on renovating
five contiguous business bays on Main Street. The purpose of the letter was regarding
any environmental impacts the council may identify for the proposed project pursuant to
the National Environmental Policy Act. The only concern the council expressed was
what would happen to the existing businesses during construction. The council would
also like to see the plans foi the renovation.

Next a letter from Sidney Strickland and Associates was received pertaining to the
abandonment of 8.41 miles of railroad line near Red Cloud. As part of the environmental
report, BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed action is consistent with local
land use plans and if there are any alternate public uses tor the corridor such as a highway
relocation project and/or recreational trail. Since this is well outside the city limits the
council felt this required not action by the council.

Plans for the proposed airport terminal and drive were presented to the council for
their approval. It was noted that no municipal funds are needed for this project. Schultz
made the motion and was seconded by Ockinga to approve the plans as presented.
Motion carried.

Next a company submitting a state bid for road work north of Cowles had inquired
about the cost of purchasing water from Red Cloud. They would need 920,000 gallons.
Administrator Hall stating they arc willing to pay $5.00 per thousand gallons. The
council stating a tapping fee should also be collected

Administrator Hall presented the council a copy of the strategic goals and issues laid
out in the 1999 Comprehensive Plan with goals set at 2 yrs, 5 yrs., 10 yrs., and 20 yrs.
The council went through noting what has been accomplished and what should be
considered as prionty.

The council held some discussion as to the fact they would like to have Administrator
Hall attend the Nebraska Municipal Power Pool meetings.

Attorney Gantood stated the condemned property at 830 North Scward Street is in the
process of being sold and situation will be handled.

Copies of three building permits were part of the agenda packet. The permits issued
since the last meeting were, sign for Jarcd Lewis, chain link fence and wood fence for
Kris Hollmg at two different locations.

Ockinga made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve the following
nominations to the City Boards: Kipp Pedcrscn and Barb Wiselogel - Library Board;
Monica Schmitz, Jan Wilson, Laura Roybal and Helen Mathew - Historic Preservation
Commission; Rex Paul. Tony Hilbum - Planning Commission, Paula Hammond, Virgil
Goos, Mike Delka - Zoning Board of Adjustment; Rita Rcicks, Don Miner - Cemetery
Board; Rollie Rcdeker- Housing Authonty; Darrel Caraway, Anna Eberly, Ten
Theobald, Mike Kenny, Laura Roybal, Gary Thompson, Don Theobald, Steve Wilson -
Economic Development Board. Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Olson to
combine the Tree Board/Park Board with the following- Jim Fitzgibbon, Janet Maruhn,
Kim Nibbe, Dan Albcrs with Ellen Hofrman as the alternate All motions carried.
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February 15, 2007

Sidney Strickland and Associates
3050 K Street N.W.
Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSF Railway Company - Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, NE

Dear Sidney Strickland and Associates,

The City Council of the City of Red Cloud Nebraska has received your letter, written
November 20lh, 2006 with attached documents concerning the BNSF Railway
abandonment in Webster County.

According to the minutes of the December 12th, 2006 meeting of the City Council,
"Next, a letter from Sidney Strickland and Associates was received pertaining to the
abandonment of 8.41 miles of railroad lines near Red Cloud. As part of the
environmental report, BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed action is
consistent with heal land use plans and if there are any alternate public uses for the
corridor such as a highway relocation project and/or recreational trail Since this is
well outside the city limits the council felt this required no action by the council"

There are local groups who do have some interest in using abandoned railway lines for
recreational trails. One such group is the Lower Republican River Visionaries. The
mailing address of this organization is 605 North Webster Street, Red Cloud, NE 68970.
Another group is the Trailblazer RC&D Council at 437 N. Elm St., Red Cloud,
NE 68970-2450 I would suggest that you contact those organizations. They most
certainly would be interested in talking with you and BNSF.

I thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Regards,

Jay Hall
City Administrator
City of Red Cloud, Nebraska

www redcloudnebraska corn This Institution is a Equal Opportunity Provider Equal Housing Opportunity



\ CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12,2006

As per published notice in The Red Cloud Chief, the Mayor and City Council met in
regular session on Tuesday, December 12,2006 at 7:30 p.m. held at the Community
Center Conference room. This meeting is a continuation of the meeting originally
scheduled for Tuesday, December 5th at which there was not a quorum of the council.
Members present: Mayor Ratzlaff; Council members Schultz, Ockinga, Olson,
Lambrecht; Attorney Garwood; City Administrator Hall and Clerk Meline.
Superintendent Wood was absent.

The council held a discussion on the Personnel Manual. Administrator Hall presented
the council with a copy of recommendation from Attorney Gail S. Perry. She
recommends removing the cumbersome procedures that limit the usability of the manual
as well as the job descriptions. This should be maintained separate from the manual. Per
a Supreme Court decision all earned but unused vacation pay must be paid out. The
section pertaining to telephone/internet use as been relaxed from the original manual as
long as it does not interfere with work or disrupt the workplace. Also using the
phone/computer for business or financial gam is prohibited. She also stated she had
reworked the military leave a bit. After further discussion, Schultz made the motion and
was seconded by Lambrecht to approve the changes to the Personnel Manual Motion
earned.

Bil] Anders, Virgil Zade, Harriet Zade, Norma June Peterson and Barb Wiselogel met
with the council in regards to a recent notice about cats published in the Visionary
newsletter. Harriet Zade was the spokesperson for the group. She also read a couple of
letters from those unable to attend the meeting. The council assured the group it is not
their intention to pick up their pets. The problem is the stray cat population. The group
and council working together came up with the possible good remedies to the problem. It
was the consensus of the group and the council to hold a work session to further pursue
ways to control the problem.

At the November meeting Jeff Reicks had met with the council to give them the first
option to purchase his property up by the old meat pack plant. After a brief discussion,
Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Olson thanking Jeff for giving them first
option but at this ume they fed the land would be of no benefit to the city Motion
earned.

Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Odanga to approve the minutes from
the last meeting. Motion earned.

Olson made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve the November
financial reports. Motion earned.

Olson made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve the claims for
payment. Motion earned. These will be listed in full at the end of the minutes.

Sheriff Disney was in attendance. The council asked if he had any questions. The
council thanked Sheriff Disney for the job the officers are doing.

Next Administrator Hall brought the council up to date on the repairs being made to
the #2 engine at the power plant. He stated there were more problems then just the
governor but hopefully all repairs would be completed soon.



He then asked the council if they had any questions about his written report for the
month of November Councilman Lambrecht asked about his discussion with Tony
Hilburn concerning a wide range of community development projects. He stated at this
time he was not really at liberty to reveal much except to say there is interest in
developing a new section of land within the City Limits

A copy of a letter from GSI pertaining to the Gather Foundation plans on renovating
five contiguous business bays on Main Street. The purpose of the letter was regarding
any environmental impacts the council may identify for the proposed project pursuant to
the National Environmental Policy Act. The only concern the council expressed was
what would happen to the existing businesses during construction. The council would
also like to see the plans for the renovation.

Next a letter from Sidney Strickland and Associates was received pertaining to the
abandonment of 8.41 miles of railroad line near Red Cloud. As part of the environmental
report, BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed action is consistent with local
land use plans and if there are any alternate public uses for the corridor such as a highway
relocation project and/or recreational trail. Since this is well outside the city limits the
council felt this required not action by the council.

Plans for the proposed airport terminal and drive were presented to the council for
their approval. It was noted that no municipal funds are needed for this project. Schultz
made the motion and was seconded by Ockmga to approve the plans as presented.
Motion carried.

Next a company submitting a state bid for road work north of Cowles had inquired
about the cost of purchasing water from Red Cloud. They would need 920,000 gallons.
Administrator Hall stating they are willing to pay $5 00 per thousand gallons The
council stating a tapping fee should also be collected.

Administrator Hall presented the council a copy of the strategic goals and issues laid
out in the 1999 Comprehensive Plan with goals set at 2 yrs., 5 yrs., 10 yrs., and 20 yrs.
The council went through noting what has been accomplished and what should be
considered as priority.

The council held some discussion as to the fact they would like to have Administrator
Hall attend the Nebraska Municipal Power Pool meetings.

Attorney Ganvood stated the condemned property at 830 North Seward Street is in the
process of being sold and situation will be handled.

Copies of three building permits were part of the agenda packet. The permits issued
since the last meeting were sign for Jared Lewis, chain link fence and wood fence for
Kns Holling at two different locations.

Ockinga made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve the following
nominations to the City Boards: Kipp Pedersen and Barb Wiselogel - Library Board;
Monica Schmitz, Jan Wilson, Laura Roybal and Helen Mathew - Historic Preservation
Commission, Rex Paul, Tony Hilburn - Planning Commission; Paula Hammond, Virgil
Goos, Mike Delka - Zoning Board of Adjustment; Rita Reicks, Don Miner - Cemetery
Board. Rolhe Redekcr - Housing Authority; Darrel Caraway, Anna Eberly, Ten
Theobald, Mike Kenny, Laura Roybal, Gary Thompson, Don Theobald, Steve Wilson -
Economic Development Board. Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Olson to
combine the Tree Board/Park Board with the following Jim Fitzgibbon, Janet Maruhn,
Kim Nibbe, Dan Albers with Ellen Hoffman as the alternate. All motions carried



COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
JANUARY 9, 2007

As per notice in The Red Cloud Chief, the Mayor and City Council met in regular
session on Tuesday, January 9,2007 at 7 30 p.m. held at the Red Cloud Community
Center Conference Room. Members present: Mayor Ratzlaff; Council members Schultz,
Olson, Sprague; Attorney Garwood; Administrator Hall, Superintendent Wood and Clerk
Meline. Councilman Lambrecht was absent.

Betty Kort met with the council to present the "Moon Block** project to the council.
The Gather Foundation plans to restore the "Moon Block" contingent on available funds.
She stated upon a building analysis it was determined the back of the buildings are
unsound, water in the basement, mold, asbestos and lead to name of few of the problems.
They plan to make the facade authentic. The foundation is seeking grants as well as
private donations. She reminded the council the Gather Foundation has a non-profit
status. After her presentation Olson made the morion and was seconded by Sprague to
designate Mayor RatzlafTas an authonzed agent to sign the Environmental Study.
Motion earned. This is something that needs to be done in order for the project to
precede.

Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Olson to approve the report submitted
by Sheriff Disney Motion earned.

Olson made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve the minutes from the
December 2006 meeting. Motion earned.

Mayor Ratzlaff asked the council if they would like to prepare the City Dad's Feed
meal again this year for the volunteer Firemen. After a short discussion Olson made the
motion and was seconded by Schultz to have The Palace cater the meal using the $700
allowed m the 2006-07 Budget. Motion carried.

Schultz made the motion and was seconded by Olson to approve the financial reports
and city sales tax report. Motion earned. The sales tax for October 2006 received in
December of 2006 was $7,797 02 compared to $7,421.06 for the same period last year.

The council was asked if they would like to adopt the Nebraska Basic Code of
Ordinances for Cities of the Second Class received from American Legal Publishing
Corporation After some discussion Olson made the motion and was seconded by
Sprague to leave things as is and not to adopt. Motion earned.

Olson made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to pay the claims submitted for
payment excluding one invoice to Kenny Lumber that was submitted in error to the City
and the invoice to American Legal Publishing for updates on the non approved Nebraska
Code Book. Motion carried. These will be published in full at the end of the minutes.

Next the compensation for the Fire Chief was discussed. In the past the Fire Chief has
received the same compensation as the Mayor At the December meeting the
compensation for the Mayor and Council was increased but not the Fire Chief. Olson
made the motion and was seconded by Sprague to table this issue until the Rural Fire
District Board could be contacted since they pay half of the compensation. Motion
carried Olson then made the motion and was seconded by Schultz to approve Ordinance
#582 setting the compensation for the council members and mayor. Motion carried.

Next put on the agenda by Councilwoman Sprague was the appearance of the
downtown business distnct as to the sidewalks not being swept and the historic lights in



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108 EXHIBIT C
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

\. s i KK.KLAND. JR Project as described is cleared of Farmland Protection"
SiJnc\ Mricki.ind'ff-siin.kijiiJniicwm Policy Ad (FPPA) concerns.
-- November 20, 2006

\r- ^ / . ^. . , NOV 2 7 2008
' - "

Date
1 52 Federal Building
1 00 Centennial Mall
Lincoln, NG 68508-3866

- ̂  . ^. .
Natural Resources Conservation Service *- -' -/ * f)& "VL* /£. f* iJ
USDA State CorwervttonisT

Re: STB Docket ,V<n AB-6 (Suh. A'<». 460AJ ff.VAV- Railway Cvmpany—4bantlonment
Exemption - in Webster County, NL

Dear Sir or Madanr

BNS1 Railway Company (-BNSF ') plans on tiling with the Surface I ransporlation Board ("STBV) a
Ptiiunn tor Exemption Peking aulhorny in the above docket to abandon 8 A 1 mita» of railroad line
between Milepost 193 60 and Mileposl 202 01, near Red Cloud in Welter County, Nebraska

The proposed abandonment may include the removal of the rails and lies, including any bridges, structures
and erodings BNSI bids us ullage packages oul 10 independent contractors I he winning bidder will
stan work with the removal ol the Mils and metal parts uf the tratk structure Next the wooden ties are
removed and separated into second hand lies, landscape quality lies and scrap ties (which are disposed of at
an appropriate sue) The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts,
and ihc rail line embankment stay mUiU so as not to alter the prevailing walcrtlows along the line Any
bridge pilings are pulled oul. cut offal ground level or broken off at or below the mud line Sleel bridges
are dismantled and removed II there are concrete abutments or piers involved, they may be left mtaU
BNSI salvage contractors arc required not to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland
waterways. Contractors are also required to limn their activities to the widen of the nght-of-wa> When
the salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted

As pan ol the environmental report. UNSP needs Ui know whether or not the proposed abandonment will
have any effect on prime agricultural lands

For your reference. 1 have enclosed a map ol the above referenced railroad line Please provide this
information to me b> December 18. 2006 If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at (202)

338-1325

1 hank you in advance for your cooperation

SinccreK, . /

Diclosurcs
SI S/caC

NOV £, 4 2006
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Inbox (10)

Drafts

Deleted items (131

Sent

More.Se.nt

Scheduled

Home Compose Address Book Options Logout l̂ Username: Li:
'J(liz.waite@stri

Message

—Original Message—
From Robert Rankin [mailto RobertRankm@dor state ne us]
Sent Friday, February 09. 2007 9 09 AM
To Sidney Strickland@stncklandpllc com
Subject Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub no 460X) BNSF Railway Company-
Abandonment

Dear Sir or Madam,

I have reviewed the documents associated with the BNSF abandonment in
Webster County Nebraska There are no planned highway relocation
projects scheduled by the Nebraska Department of Roads in this area, and
we have no comments for alternate public uses

Thank You.

<.Ad.d FoJJert*Sj{|

,Edlt_Folder*..j

Search ', • ,.
j.

Search all folders

Search Inbox

Ad.yanced.Search

'Go..

• Go

Bob Rankin P E
Railroad Liaison Engineer
Nebraska Department of Roads
robertrankin@dor state ne us
(402) 479-4434

http//niymai].\vebsileprosx-om/Mail/MailVie\vxfniVId-35625496&Nr=]&mu\Nr-=84 2/12/2007



EXHIBIT E

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDI.IFI: SERVICE

Ecological Services
Nebraska IVId Ufliu.

2U3 W«i SCCOIH! Sum
Grand Island. Ntliniska A8R01

January 25, 2007

FWS: 2007-180

Sidney L Strickland Jr
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street, N.W.. Suite 101
Washington, DC. 20007-5108

RE: STB Docket No. AR-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSF Kaitauy Company-Abandonment
Exemption, Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Strickland:

This responds ID > our November 20, 2U06, request for comments and concurrence Irom Ihe
U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) regarding the subject project The Service has
responsibility, under a number of authorities for conservation and management of fish and
\vild!ife resources Chief among the federal statutes with \\hich our office deals \vith are the
Endangered Species Act (ESA)ol !973(87Stat 884. as amended, I6US.C. 1531 i'/.*•</),
Pish and Wildlife Coordination Ad (TWCA) (488 Slat -401, I6L.SC 66 It/say.), Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act (BCil-.PA) (16 U S C 688-(>88d. as amended), and Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (MB PA) (16 U.S C. 703-712, as amended) Compliance with all of these
statutes and regulations arc required for compliance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NhPA) (42 U S C 4321-4347). In addition to these statutes, the Service has authority
under several other legislative, regulatory, and executive mandates to promote the
conservation offish and wildhle resources lor the benefit of the Ameiican public

Please note that the Service's position on a project under the authorities of ESA. BGRPA.
MB I'A, and NEI'A cannot be assumed without oui official wiiticn response. Pursuant to the
"lake" provisions under section 9 of KSA. 16 U.S C. 688 (a and b) of BGLPA: and 16 U.S.C
703 of MB FA, the project proponent is responsible for compliance with these federal laws
legardless of whelhei the Service is are able to icspond within \uui requested time frame

Endangered Species Act (ESA)

Section 9 of HSA prohibits the taking of any federally listed endangered or threatened
species Section 3(18) of USA defines take to mean to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot,
wound, kill. trap, capture, or colled, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct Our
regulations (50 CTR 17.3) define harm to include significant habitat modification or
degradation which actually kills or injures wildlife by significantly impairing essential



2
behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding or sheltering. Harassment is defined as an
intentional or negligent action that creates the likelihood of injury to wildlife b> annoying it
to such an extent as to significantly disrupt normal behavior patterns which include, hut are
not limited to, breeding, feeding, or sheltering The ESA provides for civil and criminal
penalties for the unlawful taking of listed species, exemptions to the prohibitions agumsl
take may be obtained through coordination with the Service in two ways: through
intcragency consultation for projects with federal involvement pursuant to section 7 or
through the issuance of an incidental take permit under section IO(a)(l)(B) of ESA

The following UX'* determination applies to the proposed project regarding KSA.

X Based on the activities anticipated to be conducted and location of the
proposed project site, it is unlikely that <my of the federally listed species
identified on our web site
(httn://inoun tain-nrairiu.fws.gov/cntlspii/Cuuntvl Jsts/NEBRASKA.htm)
would occur in the vicinity of the proposed project We concur that the
proposed project will not adversely affect federally listed threatened and
endangered species, or their designated critical habitat No further section 7
consultation with the Service is necessary unless project plans change or new
information becomes available.

In accordance with section 7(c> of I-.SA, the Service does not concui wilh the
project proponent that the proposed project will not have an adverse impact to
federally listed species A Idler discussing our concerns will be forthcoming

Bald and (iolden Kagle Protection Act (BGEPA)

fhe BGl-'PA provides for the protection of the bald and golden eagle (Atjmla chn \tn.'to.\) by
prohibition, except under certain specific conditions, the taking, possession, and commercial
use of such birds. The following "X" determination applies to the proposed project
regarding BGRPA.

_ _ X Based on the activities anticipated lo be conducted and local ion of the
proposed project site, it is unlikely (hut either the bald or golden eagle would
be affected by the proposed project

In accordance with 16 U S.C 688 (a and b) of BGLPA, the Service does not
concur with the project proponent that the proposed project will not have an
adverse impact to the bald or golden eagle. A letter discussing our concerns
and recommendations will be forthcoming

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)

Under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (16 U S C. 703-712. Ch. 128 a& ununtkn!)
construction activities m grassland, wetland, stream, and woodland habitats, and those that
occur on bridges (e.g, which may affect shallow nests on bridge girders) that would
otherwise result in the taking of migratory birds, eggs, young, and/or active nests should he
avoided. Although the provisions of MB IA are applicable year-iound. most migrator) bird
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moling activity in Nebraska occurs during [he period of April I to July 15 I lowcvcr, some
migratory birds are known to nest outside of the aforementioned primary nesting season
period For example, raptors can be expected lo nest in woodland habitats during February I
through July IS. whereas sedge wrens which occur in some wetland habitats normally nesl
from July 15 (o September 10 If the proposed construction project is planned to occur
during the primary nesting season or at any other lime which may result in the lake of nesting
migratory birds, the Service recommends thai the project proponent (or construction
contractor) arrange to have a qualified biologist conduct a Held survey of the affected
habitats and structures to determine the absence or presence of nesting migratory birds.
Surveys must be conducted during the nesting season. The Service further recommends that
field surveys for nesting birds, along with information regarding the qualifications of the
biologisi(s) performing the surveys, be thorough!) documented and that such documentation
be maintained on file by the project proponent (and/or construction contractor) until such
time as construction on the proposed project has been completed

The Service requests that the following be provided to this office prior to construction
proceeding at the proposed project site if the above conditions occur The purpose of the
request is to assist the project proponent to avoid the unnecessary take ot migraloiy birds and
the possible need for law enforcement action*

a) A copy of any survev(s) for migratory birds done in conjunction with this proposed
project, if any. The survey should provide detail in regards to survey methods, date
and lime of survey, species observed/heard, and location of species observed relative
lo the proposed project site.

b) Written description of any avoidance measures implemented at the proposed project
site lo avoid the take of migrator,' birds

c) Written description of any circumstances where it has been determined by the project
proponent that one or more active bird nests cannot be avoided by the planned
construction activities

Fish uml Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA)

The FWCA requires that fish and wildlife resources be given equal considciation in the
planning, implementation, and operation of federal and federally funded, permitted, or
licensed water resource developments The comments in this letter are provided as technical
assistance and prcdcvelopmcnt consultation and do not constitute a Service report under the
authority of lAVCA on any required federal cnviionmenial review or permit

Wetlands. Streams, and Riparian Habitats

It wetlands or streams will be impacted by the proposed project, a Department ol the Army
permit from the U.S Corps of Engineers may be needed The Service recommends that
impacts to wetlands, streams, and riparian areas be avoided or minimized If unavoidable
impacts are to occur to aquatic habitats, the SLTVKC recommends that computation (i e,
restoration of a degraded wetland or creation) occur for like wetland type at a ratio ot 2 I
(acres of \vctlands restored/created to acres of \\ellands impacted) 1 or unavoidable impacts
to streams, the Service recommends that stream pattern, profile, and dimension be mitigated
at a ratio of no less that 1:1 (stream length and number, pattern, and length of meanders
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created/restored versus stream length and number, pattern, and length of meanders
impacted; sequence and number of pools and riffles created/restored versus sequence and
number of pools and riffles impacted). Additionally, compensation for impacts to riparian
habitats should occur at a minimum ratio of 3:1 (i.e., acres of riparian habitat replaces for
acres of riparian habitat impacted) 'I he 3 I ratio is based on the loss of the habitat and the
amount of time that will be required for planted trees to reach maturity.

National Wildlife Refuges

In Nebraska, the Service manages six refuges and one wetland management district under the
National Wildlife Refuge System. Duscd on the information provided, the Service has
determined thai the proposed project does not appear to impact any of these seven wildlife
areas.

Due to budget deficits and reduced staffing in our office, it has become necessary for us to
modify the manner in which we respond to formal requests (i.e. received in the mail via the
U S Postal Service) for information or concurrences regarding the effects of proposed
projects on federal trust fish and wildlife resources If you (.an not submit such request to our
office electronically, but must send it to us in the lorm of a letter, please include a return 12-
mail address in your letter so that we can provide an electronic response to it. Unless
requested otherwise due to special circumstances, we no longer intend to reply on paper, but
only through electronic means in order to reduce our costs for postage, mail handling, and
clci ical support In the future, if you are requesting information or concurrence Iroin the
Service regarding a proposed project, please submit your request electronically to the
attention of Mr. John Cochnar within our office at the following K-mail address.
John Cochnarfrjrws gov. Your cooperation and understanding regarding this matter is
greatly appreciated

We appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on the referenced project proposal. It
you have any questions regarding our comments, please contact Mr. Cochnar at the above T-
mail address or telephone number (308)382-6468. extension 20

Sincerely,

Steve Anschulz
Nebiaska Field Supervisor

cc. NGI'C: Lincoln. NL (Attn: Krislal Sloner)



United States Department of the Interior

650.2(MWR-P/G)

National Paik Service

Vluluost Region
(jO| Kivcrliont Drive

()in.ih:i Vbraskj t«hli»2-422n EXHIBIT F

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Jr We * 7 200S

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N W , Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland*

This is in response to your November 20, 2006, request that the National Park Service
respond to STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 460X) BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment Exemption in Webster County, Nebraska.

We have reviewed this project in relation to any possible conflicts with the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and
find there are none Accordingly, we have no additional comments ai this time.

You may contact me at 402-661-1546 if you have questions or need more information

Sincerely,

:rt May dwell
Tranls Management Assistant

Partnerships- Grants

TAKE PRIDE
'NUMERIC A



linvironmental Coordinator
National Park Service-,*, ,, „ .. -sr
Midwest Regional oSK ***&
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102

EXHIBIT G

ntaitet F -o n fcfC,

US HOSTAGE

Sidney Strickland
Sidney Strickland and Assoc., PLLC
3050 K Street N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Ke STB Docket AI3-6 (Sub 452X) and S'l B Docket AB-6 (Sub 460X), HNSF Abandonments IL & NE

We have received your Icrtersof November 20.20(16 concerning the above referenced projects

El We have no comment on your proposed actions

0 Please address any fuithcr correspondence about these project!, or any project to
the following address

Regional Environmental Coordinator
National Park Service
Midwest Regional Office
601 Riverfront Dm e
Omaha, NE 68102

Due to limited staff and the number of requests we receive for early coordination, we ask that
companies/agencies assume we will have no comments on projects if they have not heard
from us within 30 days of our receipt of the request

Thank you.

Regional Environmental



C. A. Curry
EXHIBIT H

From: Bill_Carson@blm gov
Sent: Thursday, December 07. 2006 11 12 AM
To: Sidney Stnckland@stncklandpllc com
Subject: BNSF - Abandonment - Webster Co - NE

^e: '.tfite-1 daced 11/20/Of; SM Doc'<eL No. Ab-6 (d^o. No 46CX) *msf Hnlhay Conpiny -
AbardcnTor.L ExeraptJor- - :n Weoster Ci-ui tyf K-£

We have reviewed Lhe proposed aba-idor:ment and found thnz it will not affecl any public
landb dederal lands ndminiscered by rho Department of Lhe Interior through ..ht Kureau of
Land Manageiient) .

"*eaJ Uj, -i-.O'.id List
BureaL -ji Jtind Maragerrent
Newcastle- Field Offico
Kewca&Llo WY 82701
oflico (307)746-660V
fax: (307)746-6639



' STATE OF NEBRASKA
Dave Heincman
Governor DEWumifcNT 01 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

M- . i • • - jMichael J Linder
/3ir<*Cfor

Suite 400. IheAlnum

EXHIBIT I PO Box 98922
Lim oln, NebMbka 68509-8922

Phone (402M71-2I86
FAX (402) '171-2909

website www dpq slate nc us

January 9,2007

Sidney Strickland
Sidney Strickland und Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

RE. STB Docket No. AB-ft (Sub. No 460X) BNSF Railway Company Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, NE

Dear Mr. Strickland:

The Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) has been asked to review the
above referenced project.

As with any industrial facility, permits may be required prior to beginning construction or
operation At minimum, you should be aware of the possible requirement for a Construction
Storm Water/Industrial Storm Water permit Information regarding this type of permit can be
received from Ron Asch at (402) 471-2188.

Until further along in the planning process, it is unknown whether there may be additional
regulatory requirements We strongly urge the project sponsors to make contact with the
Department It has been our experience that early and open communication helps facilitate the
permitting process

If you have questions about the permitting process, or any other questions, feel free to contact me
at (402) 471-8607.

Sincerely,

Hugh Stiffs, PhD
NEPA Coordinator

/In 1'ipial Oj-fOii'iii'ii. J\ji im

j£i Pimied wild soy «A on i



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION VII
901 NORTH 5TH STREET

KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 66101

1 g DEC 2006

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland.

Your letter of November 20,2006, asked of two questions concerning BNSF Railway
Company's plans to abandon a section of railroad line in Webster County, Nebraska. The
following is the Environmental Protection Agency's response to those questions.

1. You stated that BNSF needs to know whether or not this action will be consistent
with federal, state, or local wuter quality standards. This office docs not make such a
determination. The Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) does
issue what arc known as Section 401 WQ Certifications. Ms. Terry Hickman,
NDEQ's contact for these certifications, can be reached at (402)471-2875.

2. Also requested was a statement concerning the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit program requirements. Such a permit is
required for a discharge of pollutants from a point source into waters of the United
States The NDEQ is administering the NPDES program and should be contacted if
a discharge is planned. One aspect of the NPDES program which may be triggered
is the requirement for construction activities, which disturb greater than one acre, to
obtain a NPDES permit for discharge of storm water from the site. Ms. Mary
Schrocr is NDEQ's contact for the storm water portion of the NPDES program. Her
telephone number is (402)471-8330.

The NDEQ's web site, which contains information about both the 401 Certification
program and the NPDES program can be found at: http://www.deq.state.ne.us. If you have any
questions, please contact me at (913) 551-7841.

[ill
iS Permit Coordinator

(brand Infrastructure
Management Branch

cc I erry Hickman, NDEQ
Mary Schroer, NDEQ

RECYCLED
S.F1BEH



EXHIBIT K
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

CORPS OF ENGINEERS, OMAHA DISTRICT
NEBRASKA REGULATORY OFFICE - KEARNEY

1430 CENTRAL AVENUE. SUITE 4
KEARNEY. NEBRASKA 68847-6856

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

https //www nwo usaco army mil/html/od-rne/nehome html

January 9, 2007

Ms LizWiiitc
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street Northwest, Suite I0l
Washington. D.C. 20007-51 OX

Ri: 2006-285-Ki;A

Dear Ms Wane-

I his leiter pcilains to Burlington Northern Santa Fc Railway Company's request for our
rc\ lew of hack abandonment in Webster County. Nebraska liom Milepost 193.60 to Milepo.si
202 01. 'I he work will be earned out m accordance with plans received on November 27, 2006.
Ihe project is located from Section 6, lounship I North, Range 10 West to Section 35,
Township 2 North, Range 12 West.

Based on the information provided, the project will noi involve fill materials to be placed into
jurisdictions! waters of the United States Therefore, the activity is not subject to Department of
the Army (DA) regulatory authorities and no permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act is required from the Corps of Engineers If you disagree with thisjunsdictional
determination, >ou ha\e the right to nppc.il the decision If you would like more information on
the jurisdiclional appeal process, contact this office.

If, in the future, you plan to place fill material in any waters of the United States please
provide this office with an application for review for possible permit requirements.

Although a DA permit is not required for tins project, this does not eliminate the requirement
that you obtain an> other applicable Fedcial, State, Tribal and/or Local permits as required.

I ('you have any questions regarding this determination, please contact me at the above address
or call (308) 234-1403 and refer to file number NE 2006-285-KEA.

Sinccrelv,

Keith Tillotson
Senior Project Manager



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854
EXHIBIT L

SIDNEY L STRICKLAND. JR
Sidney Stjricfcland@sincklanripllc com

November 20,2006

C Ardcll Talkmgton
Highway Superintendent
62 IN Cedar Street
Red Cloud, NE 68970

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, NE

Dear Mr Talkington

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the Surface 1 reimportation Board ("S I'B") a
Petition for Exemption seeking authority in the above docket to abandon 8 41 miles of railroad line
between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01, near Red Cloud in Webster County, Nebraska

ITie proposed abandonment may include the removal of the rails and tics, including any bridges, structures
and ironings DNST bids its salvage packages out to independent contractors The winning bidder will
stan work with the removal of the rails and metal pans of the track structure Next the wooden lies are
removed and separated into second hand tics, landscape quality ties and scrap ties (winch are disposed of at
an appropriate site) The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last. Culverts
and the rail line embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevailing watcrflows along the line. Any
bridge pilings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or below the mud line. Steel bridges
are dismantled and removed If there are concrete abutments or piers involved, they may be left intact
BNSF salvage contractors arc required not (o place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland
uaterways Contractors arc also required to limit their activities to the width of the right-of-way. When
the sdNagc process is complete, watcrflows in the area should not be disrupted

As part of the environmental report, BNSF needs to know if the proposed abandonment will affect any 100-
year flood plains If so, please fiirmsh 816 by 11 black and while maps in the area of each designated
floodplam if they arc available

for your reference, I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please provide this
information to me by December 18,2006 If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at (202)
338-1325

fhank you in advance for your cooperation

**
Smtercly,

."/

SidnejcL.Strickland, Jr //

Lnclosures
SLS/cac

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460\)



EXHIBIT M

NEBRASKA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1500 R STREET, P.O.BOX 82554, LINCOLN, NE 68501-2554
(402)4713270 Fax. (402)471-3100 1-800-833-6747 wwwjwbraskahistoiy org

December 21,2006

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.
Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street N.W., Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 460X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption—in Webster County, NE
H.P. #0611-072-01

Dear Mr. Strickland:

A review of our files indicates that three archaeological sites (25WT501), (25WT506,
and 25WT5) are located on or adjacent to the proposed project. It is recommended that
the locations be examined by qualified personnel to determine if the project will affect
the sites.

Sincerely, Concurrence:

Terry Stomacher L. Robert Puschendorf
H.P. Archaeologist Deputy NeSHPO































CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R. 1105.7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Railway Company ("BN'SF"), by and through its authorized representative, Sidney L
Strickland, Jr., certiilcs that on June 8.2007, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing Environmental and
Historic Report!, by flrsl class mail to the following agencies:

Stephen Crick, Slate Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA
152 Federal Building
100 Centennial Mall
Lincoln, Ml-68508-3866

Hugh Stirts, PhD
NEPA Coordinator
State of Nebraska
Department of environmental Quality
P.O. Box 98922
Lincoln, N1-68509-8922

Keith Til lot son
Senior Project Manager
US Army Corps of Engineers
Nebraska Regulatory Office—Kearney
1430 Central Avenue, Suite 4
Kearney, NE 68847-6856

US Fish and Wildlife Service
'Region 6
P'O Box 25486
Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225

Bureau of Land Management
PO Box 1828
Cheyenne, WY 82003-1828

C. Ardell Talkington
Highway Superintendent
62 IN. Cedar Street
Red Cloud, NE 68970

Ja> Hall
City Administrator
540 N Webster
Red Cloud, VE 68970

Bob Rankin, P.E.
Railroad Liaison Engineer
Nebraska Department of Roads
Rail and Public Transportation
P O. Box 94759
Lincoln, NE 68509-4759

Robert Maydwcll
U S National Park Service
Midwcsl Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

KimberlyJ. Hill
Nebraska NPDES Permit Coordinator
Wastcwuler and Infrastructure

Management Branch
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 7
90 IN 5th Street
Kansas City, KS 66101

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. fro. 46Q\f



Webster County Commissioners
621 North Cedar Street
County Courthouse
Red Cloud, NE 68970-2300

'1 erry Stcinacher
H P Archaeologist
Nebraska Stale Historical Society
P.O Box 82554
1500 R Street
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554

Steve Anschutz
Nebraska Field Supervisor
Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services
Nebraska field Office
203 West Second Street
Grand Island, Nebraska 68801

Environmental Coordinator
U S. National Park Service
Midwest Regional Office
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102

Bill Carson
Realty Specialist
Bureau of Land Management
Newcastle Field Office
Newcastle WY 82701

Ms. Victoria Rutson
Chief, SEA
Surface Transportation Board
395 H Street, S W.
Washington DC 20423-0001

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 209l'0-3282

Nebraska Public Services Commission
P.O. Box 94927
Lincoln, NE 68509-4927

'I he required cover letters (pursuant to 49 C.I7 R. 1105 11) arc attached hereto BNSF has consulted
with all appropriate agencies in preparing the reports

Strickland, Jr.
Sidney Strickland and Associates.
3050 K Street N.W,
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlDNfYl SiRIO.I \ND.JR

hidiic> SirnkljinKi siru.kl.i'iJpllc iiim
June 8, 2007

Ms Victoria Ruhon
Chief, SI A
Surface Transportation Board
395 F Street. S.W.
Washington D C 20423-0001

Re S I'D Docket No. AIJ-6 (Sub No 460X) BNSF Railway Company-Abandonment
exemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Ms Rulson

On or uhout June 28. 2007, BNSI1 Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface I ransportntion Board ("STB") a Petition for Exempt ion seeking authority to abandon
841 miles of railroad line between Mileposl 193.60 and Mik-post 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebraska (Ihe "Line") Attached are Lnvironmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the affected area

Strickland, Jr.
{closure

SLS/cac



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlDNhY L Si RICK! AND, JK
Sidney S.im.klaiiditMrn.kl.indplk mm

June 8,2007

Nebraska Public Services Commission
PO. Box94927
Lincoln, Nb 68509-4927

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub. No 460X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSf Railway Compan) ("BNSF") plans on tiling with the
Surface Transportation Board ("S I'B") a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
8 41 miles of railroad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County. Nebraska (the "Line*') Attached arc Environmental and 1 lisloi ic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the u I lee led area

We arc providing these reports so that >ou ma> review the information that will form the
basis for the SI B's independent en\ ironmcntal and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have an> questions about the SI B's environmental review process, please contact the
Section ol fjivironmental Anal)sis (SLA). Surface I ntnsportntion Boaul, 305 1 Street. S.W.
Washington, IX' 20423-0001, 'l elephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the aho\e Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SHA (with a cop\ to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts ol the contemplated ml ion II there are an> questions concerning
lhispropos.il, please contact the undersigned hy telephone at (202) 138-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC. 3050 K. Street, N \V.. Suite 101, Washington. DC 20007

fhank >oii in advance for \our cooperation

Sincerelv,

Sidne\L^ Strickland, Jr
rndCsu
SLS/cac

i\0



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlDNLI I. STRICKI AND, JR
Sn!nc% Siin.kljnd'(7Mriikl.»ulplk *.oin

June 8,2007

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey
I315 Bast-West Highway
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Re S'l IJ Docket No AU-6(Sub No 460X)BNS1 Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about June 28, 2007.11NST Railway Company ("I3NSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB'1) a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
8 AI miles of railroad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebraska (the "Line") Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the affected area

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the information that will I or in the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any ol
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
it you have any questions about the S'l D's en\ ironmenlal review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, S W.
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Yclcphone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
ALJ-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose sliingL-nl
deadlines for processing this action. \our written corn in en is lo SEA (with .1 cop\ to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments uill be considered b> the Sl'B in evaluating the environmental and/or
hisloi ic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail al Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PL1.C. 3050 K Street, N W , Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank >ou in advance lor your cooperation.

Sincerely,



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIUNM I STRICKLAND, JK
Sj.diicX.SlnckIorhl̂ itrick.lnndi)!li, mm

June 8,2007

Environmental Coordinator
U S National Park Service
Miduest Regional Office
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NH 68102

Re STB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 460X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County. Nebraska

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSf Railway Coinpain ("BNSI7'1) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB*1) a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
8 41 miles of railroad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County. Nebraska (the "Line"). Attached are l_nvironincnta! and I listoric Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environinent.il and historic effects, as well as a
map ot the a I fee ted area

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the S FB's independent environmental and historic analyses uf this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, it you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SLA), Surface 'I ransportation Board, 395 F Street, S W ,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Felt-phone (202) 245-0295, and reler U» the abo\c Docket No
A11-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines lor processing this action, your written comments to SLA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated \\illnn three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preserxation impacts uf the contemplated action II there are an\ questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. PLLC. 3050 K Street. N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance lor your cooperation.

Sincere I v.

Sidney L/Slritkland, Jr
ncjwrfn
Cs/cac

i/« Docket No. AR-fi (Sub \v. 4t>0.\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlDNLY 1, STUCKI AND, JR

June 8,2007

Steve Anschutz
Nebraska Field Supervisor
Fish and Wildlife Service
tcological Services
Nebraska Field Office
203 West Second Street
Grand Island. Nebraska 68801

Re STB Docket No AU-6 (Sub. No 460X) BNSI-1 Railway Company—Abandon men l
F.xemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Anschul?

On or about June 28, 2007, BNSK Railway Cnmpnn) ("BNSF") plans on tiling with the
Surface Transportation Board C'S'I B") a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
841 miles of railroad line between MilcpotL 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County. Nebraska (the "I me") Attached are Fnvironmcntal and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the ulfeeted area

We are providing these reports so that >ou may rev lew the information that will form the
basis for the S I'B's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
il >ou haveanv questions about the SFIVs environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SLA). Surface 'I ransporlalion Board, 395 P Street, S W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to Sf.A (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the S FB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Assouaies, PLLC. 3050 K Street. N W.. Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sidney L t̂rickLmd, Jr.
K
SLS/cac

lire

STH /totAiV ,\o. AB-6 {Sub. *'A 460\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEYl. SIRKM.AND.JR
Sidney Stiicklaiul̂ F-iirn.fcl.inJnlk mm

June 8,2007

Terry Stcinachcr
11 P Archaeologist
Nebraska State Historical Society
PO Box 82554
1500 R Street
Lincoln. ML 68501 -2554

Re. STB Docket No AB-6(Sub.No. 460X)BNSI- Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Stomacher:

On or about June 28, 2007, IJNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Petition for r.xcmption seeking authority to abandon
8 -11 mil CM) I lailruad line between Milcpost 193 60 and Milepost 20201 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebraska (the "Line") Attached are Environmental and I listoric Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map ol the alTected area

We are pioviding these reports so that vou may review the inlormation that will form the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the inloniKilion is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if \on lia\c:m\ questions about the STB's environmental leview process, plcjsc contact the
Section of l.nvironmental Analysis (SEA). Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street. S W..
Washington. DC 20423-0001, lelephone(202.) 245-0295. and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because (he applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines lor processing this action, >our \\ritlen comments to SEA (with a copy lo the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please cuiilact the undersigned b> telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidnc>
Strickland and Associales. I'LLC. 3050 K Street. N W. Suite 101. Washington. DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

t rick Kind, Jr
osure

SLS/cac



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

bl l J ' JEYl SrKJUl AM>,JR
Jydncv l̂nty.iiid!ĵ l"tUiH!illiiiiJJiI!!

June 8,2007

Webster County Commissioners
621 North Cedar Street
County Courthouse
Red Cloud, M: 68070-2300

Re S I'B Docket No AB-6 (Sub No -160X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Websier County, Nebraska

Dear Sir* or Madam*

On or about June 28, 2007. BNSF Railway Company ("BNSh") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Petition for Exemption seeking authority lo abandon
S4I miles of"railroad line between Milcpost 193 60 and Milepost202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County. Nebraska (the "Line") Altaehcd arc Environmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects,, as well as a
map of Ihe altecled area

We are providing these reports so that you maj review the information that will form the
basis for the S 1'B's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent inforrnntion is missing, or
if you have any questions about the SI B's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Lnvironmcntal AnaKsis (SEA), Surface 1 ransporlalion Board, 395 E Street, S W ,
Washington. IX1 20423-GOUI. Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the atone Docket \o
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Becouse the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines tor processing this action, >our urilten corn men is lo SEA (with a cop> lo the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the SIB in evaluating the environmental and/or
hi stone preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are an> questions concerning
tln> proposal, please contact the undersigned In telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. I'l LC. 3050 K Street, N.W , Suite 101, Washington. DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincy/ely.

Sidiyxn. Strickland. Jr
Jeffclosurc
SLS/cac

V/B DiftAi'r \f> lH-f> f SnAi ,V|i



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

L SlRICM ASD.JR
> .Sifn.kl.ind.if sin JtMiklplli mm

June 8.2007

kimberl>J Mill
Nebraska NPDES Permit Coordinator
Wastcwatcr and Infrastructure Management IIranch
U S hnvironnicntal Protection Agency
Region 7
901 N 5u'Sliect
Kansas City. KS6610I

Re SI B Docket No AD-6 (Sub No -160X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
l-xcmption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Ms. Hill:

On or about June 28, 2007, UN SI- Railway Company ('"BNSF") plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STID :i Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
X AI miles of railroad line between Milcpost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebraska (the "Line") Attached .ire 1:in iroiinicnlal and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form (he
basis for the STU's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or mcorrcit, if son believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about (he STlVs environmental review process, please contact the
Section uf llnviionmenial Analysis (SliA). Surface Transportation Board, 395 L Street, S W ,
Washington. DC 20423-0001. Telephone (202) 2-15-0295. and refer to the abo\e Docket No
AD-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable .statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your uriltcn comments to SI-,A (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered In the SID in evaluating the environmental and/or
histoiic preservation impacts ot the contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. PLLC, 1050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

'I hank >ou in advance for >our cooperation.

Smcerclv.

Sidney!- Strickland. Jr.
losuic

SI S/uic

\a-tifSuh A'



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIMM \ I SmrkiANi). JK
Sidni\ S_uickl{in.il£slrn.kl.indplk (.nip

June 8, 2007

Robert May dwell
U.S. National Park Service
Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha. NE 68102-4226

Re SIB Docket No AB-6(Sub No 460X) BNSF R:nl\\a> Company—Abandonment
i:\emplion - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr May dwell

On or about June 28, 2007. BNSf R ml way Compaii) ("BNSh") plans on tiling with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
841 miles of railroad line between MilepoM 193 60 and Mileposi 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County. Nebraska (the "Line") Attached are fnvironmental and 1 list one Reports
describing the proposed action anil an} expected en\ ironmcntal and historic effects, as \\clt as a
map of the affected area

We are providing these report* so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for (he S1 B's independent environ mental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any ol
the information is misleading or mcoinxl, if you believe (hat pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the
ScUion of Lnvnonmeiital Analysis iSLA). Surface I ransporlation Board, 395 E Stieet, S W ,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, "telephone (202) 245-02W, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub No 460X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SHA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts ol the contemplated action II there are any questions concerning
(his proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 3.18-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLI.C, 30SO K Street. N W , Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

I hank >ou in advame k>r your cooperation

SiiKorch,

SLS/cae

\H-fifSub



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlUNM I STRIfM AND, JR
SiJiu.N SiiiLkliiiiiljTsirickliiiulnlkuini

June 8, 2007

Dob Kunkin, P E.
Railroad Liaison Engineer
Nebraska Department of Roads
Rail and Public Transport.ition
PO Box 94759
Lincoln. NE 68509-4759

Re STB Docket No AB-6 (Sub No. 460X) BNSI- R:nl\\a> Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Run kin

On or about June 28, 2007. BNSf Railway Company ("BNSI-") plans on tiling with the
Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Petition for exemption seeking authority to abandon
8 41 miles of railroad line helueen Milepost 193 60 and MilepoM 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebraska (the "Line") Attached arc Knvironmental and I lisloric Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected envimnmeiil.il and historic ellects, as well as a
map of the affected area

We are providing these reports so that \ou ma> review the information that will form the
basis lor the S'l IVs independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if >ou bclicxc thai pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the SI B's eiivironment.il review process, please contact the
Section of Lnvironmental Analysis (SLA). Suilacc Iraiisponutioii Board, 395 F. Street. S W .
Washington. DC 20423-0001, Ulephone (202) 245-0205, and leferto the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines foi processing this action. join written coin men Is to SIIA (\\ith a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comment* u ill be considered b> the SI ft in evaluating the em ironmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action II there are any questions concerning
this pioposal, please contact the undersigned h> telephone at (202) "U8-I325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. PLLC. K)50 K. Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your Cooperation

\
fcT Strickland, Jr

losurc
SLS/uie

No



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNl.t I. SlRlCKLANDjK

Sidney Slrnklantl'fCslrkkl.mdnlK.U'm

June 8. 2007

Jay Hall
City Administrator
540 N. Webster
Red Cloud, NE 68970

Re STB Docket No AB-6(Suh No. 460X) UNSI-Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Hall

On or about June 28, 2007. IJNSf Railway Company ("UNSI-"1) plans on filing with the
Surface Transportation Board C'S'I II") a Petition for Lxcinpdon seeking authority to abandon
841 miles of railroad line between Milcpost 193 60 and Milcposl 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webslcr County. Nebraska (the "Line") Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action .mil any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the afteued area.

We are pro\ idmg these reports so that >o» may review Ihe informalionlliat will lormthu
basis I'or the S'l 13's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding It any oi
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
il you have any questions about the SI li's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA). Surface Transportation Board, 395 b Street. S W .
Washington, DC 20423-0001. Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the above Docket No
AR-6 (Sub. No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose sti ingent
deadlines for processing this .iction. \our written comments to SIIA (with a copy to Ihe
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of (he contemplated action II there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. PLLC, 3050 K Street. N W . Suite 101. Washington. I)C 20007

Thank you in ad\:mcc furyoui cooperation.

Suiceiely,

Sidney]} Strickland,Jr
J^wdiSsu
SLS'cac

'u 4B-6 (Sub. Vit 460.\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L &TRHKI.AMJ.JR
Sidney Slnckl.nul'ff-sirK.kl.inilplk icm

June 8, 2007

C. Ardcll lalkington
Highway Superintendent
621 N Cedar Street
Red Cloud, NE 68970

Re SI» Docket No AB-6 (Sub No 460X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
exemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr. Talkington

On or about June 28, 2007,BNS1- Railway Company ("IJNSK) plans on tiling with the
Surface Transportation Hoard ("STB") a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
841 miles of railroad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milcposi 20201 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebraska (Ihe "Line11). Attached are l-nvironmcntal and I list one Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected eiuironmental and historic effects, as \\ell as a
map ot (he affected area

We are pro\ iding these reports so that \ on ma> rc\ ie\\ the information that will Ibi in the
basis for the S1B"s independenl environmental and historic analyses of (his proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pen merit information is missing, or
if you ha\c any questions about the S'l B's cn\ iromncnlal re\ icw process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (STA), Surface Transportation Board, 395 I. Street. S W .
Washington. DC 20-123-0001, Telephone (202) 2-15-0295. jnd refer to the aho\c IXxket No
AB-6 (Sub No -160X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments (o SKA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within ihree weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the enviroimicnl.il and/or
historic presci \alion impaus of the contemplated action If (here arc any questions concLTiimg
this proposal, please contact (he undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. PLI.C, 3050 K Street, N W. Suite 101. Washington. DC 20007.

I hank you in advance for your cooperation

Smccrdv

SidnevJxStrickkind, Jr
fitdosure
SLVcuc

.\o



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

Siu"h> L STRICKI \ND,JK
S u!i 10 Mru.kl.ukl 11 slin.kl.indplk.n'111

June 8,2007

Bill Carson
Realty Specialist
Bureau of Land Management
Newcastle Field Office
Newcastle WY 82701

Re- SIB Docket No AB-6 (Snh No 460XJBNSI Railway Company—Ab.indi>iimenl
Exemption- in Webster County. Nebraska

Dear Mr Carson*

On or about June 28. 2007. I3NSP Railway Company ("BNSK') plans on tiling with the
Surface f reimportation Board ('"STB") a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
8.-41 miles of railroad line between Milcpost 193.60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud 111
Webster County. Nebraska (the "I me") Attached are bn\ ironmental and I hslorie Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected cut ironmcnlal and historic ellects. as well as a
map of the aliened area

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form (he
basis for the SI B's independent environmental and historic aiuihscs of this proceeding It am of
the information is misleading or incorrect, it you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if >ou ha\c any questions about the S'l B's cmironmcnt.il re\iew process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SKA). Surface I ransporlation Board. 395 I". Street. S W .
Washington. IX" 20423-0001, 'I clephone (202) 2-45-0295. and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No -160X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines lor processing this action. >our written comment.-* lo Sf.A (with a cop> to the
undcisigncd) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the SIB in e\aluatmg the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action II (here are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PI.LC. 3050 K Street, N W . Suite 101. Washington. IK 20007

I hank you in advance lor your cooperation.

Sincccdy,

j^-h^StncklaiKl, Jr
Kticlosurc
SLS/cac

\o 4It-t,(<mb ,\o



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

June 8,2007

SII1NLN I SmCK.lANn.jR

Sidiu.1 Mrkkl.i hlfJtlm.kl.inJnlh. i

Bureau of Land Management
PO Box 1828
Cheyenne, WY 82003-1828

Re- STB Docket No AB-6(Suh No -160X) BNSI' Railway Compan>—Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Sir or M jdain:

On 01 about June 28. 2007, BNSI- Railway Compan> (''BNSl-") plans on filing \\ nh the
Surface Transportation Board ("SIBM) a Petition for hxemplioii seeking authority to abandon
8 -11 miles of railroad line between Milepost 19.1 60 and Milcpost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebraska (the "Line") Attached are hwironmental and I list one Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the affected area

We arc providing these report** so (hat \ou may review the information lh.il will form the
basis for the SI B's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the S f B*s environmental review proicss, please contact the
Section of Lnvironmental Analysis (SLA), Surface I ransporlalion Board, 305 E Street. S W ,
Washington. DC 20-423-01)01, lelephone (202) 245-0295, and refer to the jbo\e Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose slrmgeul
deadlines for processing this action, \oiir written comments to SLA (with .1 copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the en\ ironmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned b> telephone at (202) 318-1125 or In in.nl at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. PLLC. 3050 K Street. N W, Suite I UK Washington, DC 20007

I hank you in advance for your cooperation

ltt.fi (Vuh ,\u.4fit/\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SlDN'tt L SIKIO.I 4MI.JK
Sidney Slfn.klaml'(7slrn.kl.inJplk mm

June 8, 2007

U S. I7ish and Wildlife Service
Region 6
PC. Box25-186
Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225

Re S 11$ Docket No AB-6(Sub. No 460X) BNSI Railway Company- Abandonment
Fxemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Sir or Madam

On or about June 28. 2007. BNSI Railway Company ("BNSf") plans on filing with the
Surface I raiitpoitalion Board ("S fB") a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to abandon
ft -1 1 miles ol railroad line between Milepost 193 60 and Milepost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebraska (the ''Line") Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed aLlion and tiny expected emironnicnlal and historic effects, as well as a
map of llic affected area.

We aie pro\ idmg these repons so that >ou may re\ icu the information that will form the
basis for the S I B"s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pen men t information is missing, or
if \ on have any questions about the S I'B's environmental review process. please contact the
Section ol Fnviroiiincnial Analysis (SEA). Surface- Transportation Board, 395 L Street. S W ,
Washington. DC 20423-0001, 'I elephonc (202) 2-15-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No -46UX) Because the applicable statutes and regulation.-* impose stimgenl
deadlines for processing thus action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) \\ould be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will he considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preserx .ilion impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1.125 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates. PLLC. 3050 K Street. N.W . Suite 101. Washington. IX1 20007

I hank you in advance lor your cooperation

SiiKercly,

Sidney 1 Stiickland, Jr
losure

SLS/cac

STB I)ockft An AB-6 (.Vkifc No 4M\)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNM L STRICKLAND, JR
Siilnci Sirnkl.tiitl'tTitrn.kl.UKliilk mm

June 8, 2007

Keith I illotson
Senior Project Manager
U.S Army Corps of Engineers
Nebraska Regulatory Office- -KcaniL\
1430 Central Avenue, Suite -1
Kearney. Nl. 68847-6856'

Re SIB Docket No AB-6(Suh No. 460X) BNSF Railway Compan>- Abandonment
- in Webster Count), Nebraska

Dear Mr Tillotson.

On or about June 28. 2007, BNSI; Railway Company (**BNSF) plans on filing with the
Surface I ransportaiion Boaid ("S IIV") a Petition for Hxcmption seeking authority to abandon
841 miles of railroad line between Milcposl 193 60 and Milcpost 202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County. Nebraska (the "Line1") Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the affected area

We are providing these reports so thai you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB's independent en\ nonmcntal and historic analyses of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the S I" IJ's environmental review process, please contact the
Section ol l.nvironmcnial AnaKsis(SLA). Surface transportation Hoard. 395 I Street, S W ,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 2-15-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadline-, for processing tins action, >our written comments to SI A (\\ith a *,op> to the
undersigned) would he appreciated wiihin three weeks

Your comments will he considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental ami/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, I'LLC. 3050 K Street, N W, Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you m advance for >our cooperation

SiiiLcrcly,

.
Sidnev Strickland, Jr

losure
SLS/cac



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

1. STRK.KI AND.Jk
Sidney Sinckljiid-fKiriiklmulnlliLinr)

June 8,2007

Hugh Stirts, PhD
Nf.PA Coordinator
Stale of Nebraska
Department of Environmental Quality
PO I)ox98922
Lincoln, NE 68509-8922

Re: SIB Docket No AB-6(Suh No 460X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Stirts.

On or about June 28,2007. BNSf Railway Company ("BNSF") plans on filing wilh the
Surface Transportation Bo<ird ("STB'1) a Petition for Lxemplion seeking authority (o abandon
841 miles of railroad line between Mileposi 193 60 and Milcposi202 01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebraska (the "Line1') AttaJicd are nnvironmental and Historic Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a
map of the affected area

We arc providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the SI B"s independent environmental and historic analvscs of this proceeding. It any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, it you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the S PR's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental AnaKsis (SLA). Surface I ranspon.ition Board, 395 H Street, S W .
Washington, DC 20423-0001. telephone (2U2) 245-0295, and refer to the above Docket No
AB-C (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines lor processing this action, your unllen comments to SKA (uith a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments \\ ill be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PI 1 C, 3050 K Street. N W , Suite 101. Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in advance for your cooperation

SidncyL. Strickland. Ji.

\lt-tnSub. No.



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SUITE 101

WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325

FAX: 202-295-3854

I STRICKLAND. JK
Sirn.fclinul ff stniklarulpMc join

June 8,2007

Stephen Crick, Slate Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA
152 Federal Building
100 Centennial Mall
Lincoln, NE 68508-3866

Re: STB Docket No AB-6(Suh No 460X) BNSI- Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Webster County, Nebraska

Dear Mr Crick

On or about June 28,2007, BNSI Kailwj> Compan> ("BNSK) plans on filing with the
Surface I ransportation Board ('*S PB") a PC til ion lor Exemption seeking authority to abandon
841 miles of railroad line between Vlilcposi 193 60 and Milcpost 202.01 near Red Cloud in
Webster County, Nebraska (the "Line"). Ailaehcd arc r.nvironmcntal and I lisloric Reports
describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic efTccls. <is well as a
map of the affected are.)

We are providing these report* so lhal >ou may review ihe information th.it will lorm the
basis for the STB's independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding It any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe (hat pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the SI B's cm ironinenlal review process, please contact the
Section of Itavironmcnlal Analysis (SI-A), Surf.ice Transportation Board, 305 R Street, S W .
Washington, DC 20123-0001, Telephone (202) 245-0295. and refer to the above Docket No
A13-6 (Sub No 460X) Because the applicable statutes <md regulations impose stringent
i lead lines for processing this action, jour written comments to SEA (with a copy to (he
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments \\ill be con side red b> (he SIII m evaluating the erivironment.il and/or
historic preset valion impacts of the contemplated action If there arc any questions lonccnimg
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202)338-1325 or by maiLil Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007

Thank you in .ulvance for your cooperation


